How to run for president?

Before you decide to run for President, you will need to decide which political party best suits your ideals. 

Political parties are made of people who come together out of a desire to obtain political power and influence public policy. You can be part of any political party you want. Most candidates choose their party depending on the basic purpose or ideology of the party. You'll want to choose a party that best represents your political platform. 

For the two major parties, the most important election is the one for President. That's because the nominees lead their parties. The President of the United States leads both the country and the political party. Whoever is nominated as the Democratic candidate in November will represent Democrats in the election. 

In the United States, most of our elected officials are Democrats or Republicans. You can also be a third-party candidate, such as candidate for the Green Party. However, "People feel like voting for a third party is throwing away your vote," said Mike Xenos, a researcher for the Center for Communication and Civic Engagement at the University of Washington. Because of that, he said, "It would be very hard for a third-party candidate to run credibly." 

According to Xenos, presidential elections are becoming more about what the candidate stands for, rather than for what the party stands for. "The parties as organizations are less involved in the presidential campaign than they used to be," Xenos said. "What we talk about is that it is candidate-centered system rather than party-centered system." 

Still an important part of campaigning is based purely on your party affiliation. For example, Republicans might vote for the Republican candidate just because the candidate is a Republican. Many Democrats do the same without looking to see which candidate they feel is more qualified as a person. 

But just getting the die-hard party members to vote for you won't win you an election. Whoever captures the most swing voters will be the next President. Swing voters are not loyal to a particular party. These voters also tend to be more moderate, or center of the road. These are the people who usually decide an election, Xenos said. 

To win an election, you need core party voters plus enough people in the middle to capture a win. The difficulty in running such a campaign, said Xenos, is that what attracts a core voter is usually not the same thing as what attracts a swing voter. 

"There is a fine line of appealing to solid supporters, while at the same time appealing to moderate voters," said Xenos. "If you go too far to the center, extreme people get upset and either do not vote or vote for a third party. If you only appeal to the extreme, the people in the center get turned off and get alienated and are less likely to vote for you." 

Now that you know about political parties and how they influence elections, what political party do you belong to? 

