Disadvantaged may fall behind due to poor computer access

Children from disadvantaged backgrounds were at risk of falling behind at school and in the workforce due to poor access to technology, a new report has found. 

Access to computers and the Internet was critical to ensuring a young person's success at school, according to The New Economy Revisited - a report compiled by The Smith Family charity. 

The report was based on a national survey of more than 3,000 low-income families affiliated with The Smith Family programs. 

The survey revealed only one-third of respondents had access to the Internet at home - well below the national average of almost 60 per cent of households with dependent children. 

The survey of the disadvantaged families also showed that less than 60 per cent of families had a computer at home, compared with 74 per cent of all Australian households with children at home.

Parental education was also shown to have a strong influence over home access to computers and the Internet. 

Jennifer McLaren, co-author of the report, said these statistics showed the digital divide was compounding disadvantage. 

"Access to technology is now critical in ensuring that Australians, particularly disadvantaged Australians, can take part in all aspects of society - educational, economic, cultural, political and social," Ms McLaren said in a statement. 

"For people from disadvantaged backgrounds, a lack of access to technology means they risk being left behind either at school or in the workforce," she said. 

